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e
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MESSAGE DU PR ESIDENT

Chers amis,

D®j -~ une autre saison pointe ° | 0horizon. Le
place a un soleil plus chaud et au réveil printanier. La nature prendra un rythme nouveau et gar

la force des choses, nous ferons de méme. Comme la nature, nous connaitrons un renouveau
do®nergi e; comme el |l e, nous sentirons une| for
soin de renouveler nos amitiés et de nous rencontrer.

Tel gue mentionn® dans | e Bulletin déHiver 20
vers | a parution du Dictionnaire g®n®al ogi que
pas demain mais nous avons tracé un itinéraire tres réalisable.

La direction de ce projet est entre les mains de M. Pierre Perron (165) mais pour lui donnerfle
temps nécessaire a bien faire avancer ce dossier, il faut relever Pierre de sa responsabilité de la

mise © jour du site Web. Nous recherchons |don
pourrait en prendre charge.

D

Cbest avec grand regret que nous vod/achohai|s on:
(366) , membre du Consei |, survenu | e 30 d®cer
sein du Conseil, Th®r se sbéoccupait des Avi s
membres qui accusaient du retard. Th®r se|a t
sement et nous sommes fiers et reconnaissants
Vachon, ° Il eurs fil s, Arrdant® noug offr@s yos plus sinteses | q u 6
condoléances.

Mal heur eusement , en d®pit du fait quodédun bpn n
de faire un autre voyage au pays des anc?®|tre:c
pas suffisant pour continuer ce projet. Coest

Léorganisation du Rassemblement 2004 va bpn t
loin. Nous espérons vous voir en grand nombre a La Prairie, ville qui a plus de 300 ans pujs-

gudell e occupe ce coin du pays depuis |l es|to
t 1t vos places © ce Rassemblement et doen f

Au plaisir de nous revoir a La Prairie, une ville a connaitre.

Wtz &

Rhéal Perron
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRE SIDENT

Dear Friends,

Already another season dawns. The extreme cold of this past winter will give way to the wa
sun and the arrival of spring. Nature will take on a new rhythm and will lead us to do the san
As in nature, we will experience a renewal of energy; we will feel within us a force urging us
action, a need to renew our friendships and to meet.

As mentioned in the last bulletin (Winter 2003), your Board of Administration has embarked

a new phase toward the realization of the Dictionnaire généalogique des familles Perron or t
publication of our Family Tree. For sure this will take a while still, but we have defined a ver|
realistic plan.

M. Pierre Perron (165) is at the head of this project but, in order to give him the needed latitu
to bring it to fruition, we must alleviate his workload by giving someone else the web site file.
we need a kind soul, someone who has a passion for computers and would take over this tas

With great regret, we inform you of the death, this past December 30th 2003, of Mme Thér
PerronVachon (366), member of the Board, who
the Board was to send notices of renewal to members and to contact those who were late ir
newing their membership fees. Thérése has always filled her task with great zeal and we
proud and grateful to have worked with her. To her husband, M. Léo Vachon, to their sons A
dré and Guy, and to their grandchildren, we offer our deepest condolences.

Unfortunately, despite having received a very good number of positive answers indicating int
est in a second trip to the land of our ancestors, the number of registered participants was ing
ficient to keep this project alive. It has to be pushed back to another year.

The organization of the 2004 gathering 1is
ther on in this bulletin. We hope to see many of you in La Prairie, that city which is more thz
300 years old since it was established at the very beginning of the colony. Please do reserve
ly and make another success of this Perron gathering.

Au revoir! in La Prairie, a city to discover.

Wotsere &

Rhéal Perron
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NOTE DE LA REDACTION...

Que ce bulletin de Paques soit accompagné de beaux jours! Comme nous aimons le faire de temps a a
tre, nous publions un article trait aéndal nbBgqu su
montre une autre f a- on .Algeateotivesnent: ke Messagedh présiteat qui e
est toujours de prime importance ainsi que les communiqués du Conseil.
Un appel aux candidats apparait a la page 12 en regard des élections du Conseil qui ont lieu durant le ra
semblement, les détails duquel vous sont présentés dans les pages suivantes. Nous avons aussi|penseé Vv
rappeler qui a si ®g® aAFPACamrsga@idl” cepyiour|l es (I®hs
page 16. Cobest |l a |ign®e de -cl duleequifuflGméne agminis{ e s t
trateur au milieu des années 90.
Plusieurs de nos membres nous ont envoyé des souhaits de bonne année et nous les remercjions. Nc

ndavons mal heureusement pas | 6espace suffisant
(235), Gertrude (816) et Jean (502) dont nous publions ici le poéme. Merci aussi a Thérese Mafie (150)
gui of fre " tous ceux qui ont perdu un °tre|l ain

tion a perdu de nombreux membres ces dernieres années. Gardons les tous dans notre souvenir,
Nous remercions aussi tous les membres qui nous font parvenir de jolies pensée, ces perles qui pnt le dc
de vous Oremonterd | e moral. Tous, vous °tels il
représentent pour vous. Dans un prochain bulletin, nous aurons le plaisir de présenter un artide de M
Richard Perron (653) sur sa famille qui est de souche Dugrenier dit Perron.
Toutes nouvelles de familles que vous aimerl|i ez
pour la mimai au plus tard. Bonne lecture!

EDITOR'S COMMENTS...

May this Easter bulletin bring along sunny days! As is occasionally the case, the main article has to do
with a general subject, but which brings a different perspective to records of family .hiReage pay
special attention to the Presidentdos Messaggeg an
The Call for candidates is published on p.12 and this refers to the elections which take place dyring our
annual gathering. Details about our next gathering appear on the following pages. We also thought of re-
minding you of those who have served as administratofg-BfA since its very first years (list on p.16).
On p.18, meet Jules (34) via his genealogy. Jules was a member of the Board in38s. mid
Several members sent us their wishes for the New Year and we thank them. Unfortunately we cgnnot pu-
blish them all but special thanks go to Michel (235), Gertrude (816) and Jean (502) whose poem|appears
on p.20. We also thank Thérése Marie (150) for her beautiful thoughts which are a balm to all those who
have | ost a | oved one. Our Association has || os

memory in our heart.
We are grateful to all who send short poems and quotations, real gems that have the power to ¢heer yo
up. As always, we urge you to tell us about your family, your ancestors, what they did and what their ac-

complishments mean to you. In a future bulletin, we will have the pleasure to share an article on M. Ri-

chard Perronds family. Richard (653) is frpm t

Any family news that you might want us to publish in the summer bulletin should reach us by 'Maty| 15

the latest. Enjoy your bulletin!
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LE TOTEM - UN ARBRE GENEALOGIQUE

par Rhéal Perron (492)

Nous avons tous une idée générale deceque smmta s ques, b©tons de marche
les totems pour en avoir vu dans les livres, a la télé-e s tribus joui ssaient
vision ou méme lors de visites sur la cote d®| abor ®e et poss®dai ent d
Pacifique (Colombiaritannique et Alaska). De depuis le début des temps. Ces gens construisaient
nombreux totems ont été placés le long des grandesrs villages a l'abri des baies et des iles, et
routes, dans les parcs, les centres commerciaux, desneuraient dans de grandes maisons supportées par
grands hotels, les musées, et tous font naitre chezdes poteaux et des poutres. Plusieurs familles, toutes
touristes une grande aapparentéast yivigarent, chacln® ayantdsén@dpace de e
ment. Et bien des questions surgissent a leur espvig assigné.
telles: de quel bois sont faits ces totems; qui lesLa richesse, le prestige, la réussite et la noblesse
sculptés et pourquoi; comment @lst été érigés et étaient reliés a I'ascendance, I'histoire et certains droits
surtout, que représenteitd? Car la plupart des to- acquis. Chaque grande maison avait son chef et le
tems que | 6on rencont r ellage pgssedeit alissilbarckef du Gilaget pas v
me nt l a m° me signi fi c aurantlas longs mas\daiveequand la flumee Mmoo U |
premieres structures. tait du feu central, les esprits encerclaient le village.
Les totems, qui peuvent atteindre jusqu'a 20 metré&tait le temps des cérémonies spéciales, des dis-
(60 pieds) de hauteur, sont uniques a cette petite céurs, des chants, des danses et des festins; chacun
gion appelée Norduest de I'Amérique du Nord. Lesréaffirmait son identité familiale, ses droits et sa pro-
6vraisd totems i 11 ust rgriété. On peésentdit ®ap escedes par lesquelles rom t
Tlingit, Haida et Tsimshian qui en furent les artir ecr ®ai t | es histoires et
sans, et servent comme gardiens de leur histoit@.que les étres figurant sur les totems et les armoir-
Quand on parl e de 6vr aiies prendienttvie.rhersque venaitdat fin deu'léver ete s
niers ont ®t® fabr i qu ®gue ldsGravaux resplachiers lesdégandes, leessulp-®
Déabor d, l e totem dev aitdres fotémiquesay demos conti®uaipra & faire Bevi-c «
des Anciens, le maitre gravesculpteur devait étre vre et affirmer le rang et I'histoire de la famille.
un natif de la région, les figures devaient étre tailléésn totem se lit de haut en bas: la figure du haut

| 6ai de dbébun cout eau identfie le prbp@étaicepar dod écoseon. ICepenaantn e
et peintes a partir de pigments obtenus directeméne per sonnage du sommet I
de la terre. Enfin, le totem devait étre érigé par désfigure principale du totem; il faut trouver la figure

natifs de | dendroit. de plus grande taille vers le bas. Cette derniére est
On peut se demander p o eantogréeode plasiewss figures secdndaires, de toud a
paraissent nulle part ailleurs. La raison en est simptee pr ®s ent ant | 6hi stoire d
cbest qgue, ®t ant s ®d e antqaeistioredspartir de ses originesi @nuwy sacordevaa |
beaucoup de temps libre comparativement aux Imie des ancétres, leurs expériences surnaturelles,
di ens de | 6int®rieur gleuis explogsuex leurs Bussites) leurs acquisitions\er €
troupeaux pour S ur vi v temitoires. Edrtains trés vidur totan® songdiffidileslas

demeuraient dans des demeures fixes, ils pouvaienhterpréter; on peut reconnaitre les figures et les
loisir ériger des totems et les contempler toute lesymboles mais non leur signification.

vie durant. Ces peuples de la c6te trouvaient tout dues totems avaient diverses fonctions. Il y avait le
place: la nourriture (poisson, gibier, fruits) et lesotem de bienvenue qui était planté sur la greve a
vétements (peaux et plantes), et le bois ne manquaibt ent r ®e d u -maison,Isitigael fondlde t
pas pour se chauffer ou faire cuire les aliments. Ll maison soutenant une des poutres et sur lequel on
bois servait aussi a manifester leurs talents artg-r avait | 6hi stoire; l e to
tiques comme | e d®montwaemtt lmomgbraendd bmai esb 8 date
musées tels coffres minutieusement décorésit les histoires et les emblemes de la famille procla-
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mant leur identité, leur rang et leur fortune; puis 18862, ravagerent la cbte et décimerent les popula-

totem m®mori al ®ri g® un iaomsaprLosoulvermarmrte dé&wsn co
et enf i n, l e totem commercicalnt giulkua Oauws sn e taruo wd
aujourdohui commandi t ® |peasr Ilnedsi egnosu vieuin eunewnlt asi, e rctc
porations ou institutions. vaient aller travailler chez les blancs, perdant ainsi

On ®rigeait un t obtpeom | "deurdddierditeé et s traditionsl 6 u n

grande cérémonie honorant un personnage disp&ependant, le plus important facteur qui a causé la
ou encore | ors doéun ®vE&nempant ti mmo rdteassntar té scteess
casions, il y avait remise de cadeaux, selon les rangsée des missionnaires au milieu des années 1880.

et un festin était offert a tous. Ce festival pouvaiCes derniers, croyant que les totems étaient des
durer plusieurs jours. formes doéidol ©tri e, Virer
L'age d'or des totems atteignit son apogée entre 182ilptures. lls encouragerent méme les enseignants a
et 1895, années durant lesquelles presque tous lEss appuyer. Contrairement a ces croyances, les to-
villages trouvaient plaisir a posséder les totems lese ms f i gur ant | 6 Ai gl e, | e
plus imposants. Le bois de choix était le cedre dut |l e Loup nodavaient auc.t
Pacifique et plus le totem était haut, plus le cielagt n 6 ®t ai ent pas Vv ®n®r ®s .
dessus du village s 6en Iltenfatdermméme deegouverrements qucdecdéredtr e
si plus de gloire a ce peupleour érigeruntotepil de bannir |l es rassembl e mi
fall ai't une ar m®Pe dolhbmmeesss €Hernhser ©&©n @l eaviaeintt de\
creuser un trou pour recevoir la base du totem, puisi@ttement pour les tribus qui rivalisaient entre elles

| 6ai de de c©bl es f ait s etderghaeataxaireedes qadesus @esplus enphise
branche, certains tiraient pour le faire monter tandihers et de plus en plus nombreux. Par la suite, ce

gue dbéautres, muni s de fupledispahnitersdes vilagessdesaartisamstet del leus s
De chaque <c¢c!'t®, doaut reaerst lbei esno tuedndi eygntd eaneeac a d
perches pour | 6emp°chermedhd tOamhler gdowmdoél!t® ou

| 6autre. Les totems étaient des monuments historiques, des
Les totems d®crivai ent docommentsde grdandemaaurtet de $ehsipsut lesicivi-e
ne nati on, déune f ami | lisations qui lek Gnigérentp lis rétaienty anasgre,, desm
racontaient aussi tous les événements de la natdr@e c u ment s qui prouvaient

sous forme de légendes: la cause des maréess-la personnes et proclamaient leur fortune, leur statut au
ation des rivieres et des lacs, la montée du sautao sein du village et de la tribu.

l umi reé Par mi | e s n o miCesetatexns ot led dossiers dupassevd@re soeidted
les totems, le Corbeau posséde des pouvoirs surna@fur ne possédait aucun langage écrit. L'histoire de
rels et est interprété comme étant le créateur das peuples et de leurs exploits fait des totems de
monde. Il est difficile de dire quelle nation a été laéritables arbres généalogiques.

plus prolifique dans la fabrication des totems mais

chacune a développé son propre genre et améligdrces:

l es techniques. Cdest ain sSmr\‘;fr'gl \gfo&é@;sﬁrni,?ovﬁfm 35”"594’@8% RRayenEdy n s
solldlflee§ et que nous sommes arrives a connaitre oo Totem P Ies Ed mtude Publish

|l es 6®critsd des d|ff®rent|,%%ncu@rglg9g ces pevt
La venue des blancs avec leurs instruments de métaéal a aussi passé plusieurs semaines en Alaska a étudier les
fut un catalyseur de créativité chez les tribus, maigems de Saxman Village, de Mud Bight Village ainsi que
tr s bientlt, les mal a@g¥ esTh“’ﬁ’eLP'fP'  Parks (Vicigrig) £4 dg Stgnley Pask

s . (% ncouver) juin 2004, il se rendra a Wrangell, en Alaska
avec eux, telles les épidémies de variole de 1832Io fjryetudler ceux de cet endroit

“ TOUJOURS EN MARCHE ! “
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Quel ques totems de | 6Al aska
Ces photos ont été prises par Réal

Bises de ClermonFerrand!

Envers tous sodéenvolent mes pens ®&BanedelCermdhg ss e
fut grandiose. La température est plus clémente ici que chez nous au Canada mais ce mpatin, 23
février, il y a un peu de neige dans les arbres et sur les voitures. Elle aura fondu dans queldues heu-
res.

Pour votre information, il vy a, dbdapr s dann
de méme a Thiers, la fameuse ville couteliére. Et dans la magnifique forét de Trongais, aj|Cérilly
plus exactement, se trouveR&ce Péron Par ailleurs, parlant vins, un rouge de Touraine (Loif et

Cher) est mis en bouteille MOMAINE DU HAUT PERRON par le propriétairgécoltant, M.
Guy Allion.

Je serai de retour pour de bon a lanmaii etvous invite a demeurdtOUJOURS EN MARCHE!

Cécile (129)

Pages Vue du perron Printemps 2004



THE TOTEM POLE 1T A FAMILY TREE

by Rhéal Perron (492)

We each have a general idea of what totem polektime. They built their villages in the shelter of
are, having seen pictures of them in books and days and islands, and lived in longhouses or lodges
television or having seen actual totem poles whikupported by poles and beams. Many families, all
visiting the Pacific coast (British Colombia & Alas-related, lived there, each having their own living
ka). Numerous totem poles have been placed alosigace.

highways, in parks, in shopping centers, in hotel8yealth, prestige, success and nobility were linked to
museums, and all are for the tourist a source of awee ancestry, history and to certain acquired rights.
mixed with astonishment. And many questions conteach lodge had its own chief and there was also a
to his mind: What kind of wood was used? Whweillage chief.

sculpted them and why? How were they raised? Amduring the long winter months, when the smoke
especially, what do they represent? For most totement up from the central fire, the spirits encircled
poles seen nowadays do not fit the original meanirtige village. It was a time for special ceremonies,
of these structures. speeches, songs, dances and feasts; everyone reaf-
Totems poles, which can reach up to 20 meters (60med his family identity, his rights and ownership.
feet) in height, are unique to that small region calleficenes were presented through which past histories
the Northwest Coast of North America. The genuinend adventures were recreated and recounted. Du-
totem poles illustrate the lives and legends of théng such moments, figures from the totem poles and
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian tribes, true makers afoats of arms came to life. Once winter was over and
the totem poles, and serve as guardians of their hisgends were replaced by work, the sculpted totem
tory. The term genuine means that the totems wepeles standing outdoors continued to commemorate
made according to established criteria. First, the prand assert the rank and history of the family.

ject had to be approved in council by the elders; tHetems were read from top to bottom: the top figure
sculptor / engraver had to have been born in the erved to identify the owner through his coat of
gion; the symbols had to be carved with a curvemrms. However, the first character from the top was
knife or an adze and painted with pigments that wen®t necessarily the most important one of the totem
taken directly from the soil. Finally, those raising th@ole; instead one had to find the largest figure to-
totem pole had to be natives of the region. wards the bottom of the pole. This main figure was
One may wonder why totem poles are not found edurrounded by several secondary ones, which repre-
sewhere. The reason is straightforward: these tribgsnted the history of a family or of a person starting
were sedentary and had leisure time, contrary to Ifrem their origins. They told of the life of ancestors,
dians of the interior who had to follow the herds imf supernatural events they had experienced, their
order to survive. Since they lived in fixed housingfieasts and successes, their acquisitions and their ter-
they had plenty of time to build totems poles andtories. Some very old totems are difficult to inter-
could contemplate them for the rest of their livegret; one can recognize the figures but cannot derive
The people of the Coast could find all the necessitilse meaning.

of life in their surroundings. They had plenty of foodlotem poles served many functions. There was the
(fish, game and fruit) and their clothing came fromvelcoming totem pole planted on the shore at the
animals and plants. There was no lack of wood &ntrance to a village; the house totem at the back of
build fires for warmth or for cooking. The wood waghe house supporting one of the beams and on which
also used as a medium for their artistic talents as ewas written the history; the front totem which was
denced by numerous museum objects such as elaplaced in front of the longhouse facing the ocean and
rately decorated chests, masks, walking sticks which bore the history and the coat of arms of the
personal ornaments. family, declaring their identity, rank and fortune;
Those tribes enjoyed a walkeveloped social struc- then the remembrance totem pole which was erected
ture and their traditions were as old as the beginnioge year following the death of a chief; and finally,
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the commercial totem pole found nowadays, subsidiawmills since the Indians who wanted to make a bit
zed by governments, corporations or other institef money had to go and work for the white and
tions. ended up losing their identity and traditions.
Whenever a potlatch was held in honour of a dedtbwever, it was the arrival of the missionaries in the
person, a totem pole was erected. The same was tmie 1880s that was the major cause of the disap-
for any other important event. On such occasiongearance of those engravers and their works of art.
gifts were offered according to rank and the whol€he missionaries, believing that the totem pole was
village was invited to the feast. The festival couldn object of idolatry, saw to it that all sculptures
last several days. were stopped. They even encouraged teachers to
The golden age of totem poles reached its peak betu p p o r t them in their o6m
ween 1830 and 1895 when nearly all villages todbeliefs, totem poles representing the Eagle, the Ra-
pleasure in owning the most striking totem polesen, the Bear, the Whale and the Wolf, had no reli-
The preferred wood for sculpting was the Pacifigious meaning and in no way were they objects of
cedar. The taller the totem, the richer became tkheneration.

skyline above the village and thus more glory for alThen governments decided to ban all potlatch
An army of strong men was needed to erect a totagatherings because the tribes were getting deeper
pole. First, a hole had to be dug in the ground to rand deeper into debt, each wanting to offer the other
ceive the base; then cables made of skins were pasgreater number of gifts and the most expensive.
sed over a big branch and used to pull the structuséowly, villages started to disappear, craftsmen and
up while other men used poles to push under the tbeir art as well although a sort of underground
tem. On either side, more men used poles to keep thevement persisted.

totem from falling sideways. Totem poles were historic monuments, objects of
Not only did totem poles tell the history of a nationgreat value and meaning to the civilizations who
a family or a person but they also represented, in teeected them. They, in a way, were records that de-
shape of legends, all natural events such as: Why t@ied the cultural identity of the people and asserted
tides exist? Who created rivers and lakes? Why dikdeir fortune and status within the village and the
the salmon swim upstream? Why was there lightfibe.

Among the numerous symbols carved on toteifhose totems poles are records of the history of a
poles, the Raven is endowed with supernatural pseciety that had no written language. The history of
wer and is seen as the creator of the world. It is diffihose people and of their exploits, all that is en-
cult to say which nation was the most prolific in cargraved on the totem poles, make of them genuine
ving totem poles but each developed its own genfamily trees.

and perfected its methods. Thus traditions were born

and made it possible for us to get to know th8ource: Garfield, ViolaThe Wolf and the Ravehd. UnlverSI
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The arrival of the white people with their metal tool&neal has also spent several weeks in Alaska studying the to-
was a catalyst of creativity among the tribes butem poles of Saxman Village, Mud Bight Village and those in
soon, ilinesses they had brought with them took thelihunderbird Park, Victoria as well as in Stanley Park, Vancou-
toll along the coast. For example the 1832 and 188er. In June 2004, he will travel to study those of Wrangell,
smallpox epidemics decimated whole populz;monéI aska.
Another factor responsible for the decline of the art

of the totem pole was the opening of canneries and
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